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witty and thought provoking two vatican astronomers shed provocative light on some of the
strange places where religion and science meet imagine if a martian showed up all big ears and
big nose like a child s drawing and he asked to be baptized how would you react pope francis may
2014 pope francis posed that question without insisting on an answer to provoke deeper reflection
about inclusiveness and diversity in the church but it s not the first time that question has been
asked brother guy consolmagno and father paul mueller hear questions like that all the time they
re scientists at the vatican observatory the official astronomical research institute of the catholic
church in would you baptize an extraterrestrial they explore a variety of questions at the
crossroads of faith and reason how do you reconcile the the big bang with genesis was the star of
bethlehem just a pious religious story or an actual description of astronomical events what really
went down between galileo and the catholic church and why do the effects of that confrontation
still reverberate to this day will the universe come to an end and could you really baptize an
extraterrestrial with disarming humor brother guy and father paul explore these questions and
more over the course of six days of dialogue would you baptize an extraterrestrial will make you
laugh make you think and make you reflect more deeply on science faith and the nature of the

universe

in the twenty first century the debate about life on other worlds is quickly changing from the realm
of speculation to the domain of hard science within a few years as a consequence of the rapid
discovery by astronomers of planets around other stars astronomers very likely will have
discovered clear evidence of life beyond the earth such a discovery of extraterrestrial life will
change everything knowing the answer as to whether humanity has company in the universe will
trigger one of the greatest intellectual revolutions in history not the least of which will be a
challenge for at least some terrestrial religions which religions will handle the discovery of
extraterrestrial life with ease and which will struggle to assimilate this new knowledge about our
place in the universe some religions as currently practiced appear to only be viable on earth other
religions could be practiced on distant worlds but nevertheless identify both earth as a place and
humankind as a species of singular spiritual religious importance while some religions could be
practiced equally well anywhere in the universe by any sentient beings weintraub guides readers
on an invigorating tour of the world s most widely practiced religions it reveals what if anything

each religion has to say about the possibility that extraterrestrial life exists and how or if a
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particular religion would work on other planets in distant parts of the universe

in both literature and film mutants androids and aliens have long functioned as humanity s other
nonhuman bodies serving as surrogates to explore humanity s prejudice bigotry and hatred
scholars working in fields of feminism ethnic studies queer studies and disability studies among
others have deconstructed representations of the othered body and the ways these fictional
depictions provide insight into the contested terrains of identity subjectivity and personhood in
science fiction more broadly and the superhero genre in particular the fictional other often a
superhero or a villain is juxtaposed against the normal human and such others have long been the
subject of academic investigation author james a tyner shifts this scholarly focus to consider the
ordinary humans who ally with or oppose othered superheroes law enforcement officers military
officials politicians and the countless nameless civilians are all examples of humans who try to
make sense of a rapidly changing more than human and other than human universe the resulting
volume mutants androids and aliens on being human in the marvel cinematic universe provides a
critical posthumanist reading of being human in the marvel cinematic universe mcu centering the
mcu s secondary human characters including matthew ellis ellen nadeer rosalind price as well as
jimmy woo sadie deever holden radcliffe and others tyner considers how these characters attempt
to monitor incarcerate or exterminate those beings considered unnatural and thus threatening
placing into conversation posthumanism environmental ethics and myriad philosophical and
biological ontologies of life and death tyner maintains that the superhero genre reflects the current
complexities of meaningful life and of what happens in society when the human is no longer the

unquestioned normative standard

the gendered cyborg explores the relationship between representation technoscience and gender
through the metaphor of the cyborg the contributors argue that the figure of the cyborg offers ways
of thinking about the relationship between culture and technology people and machines which
disrupt the power of science to enfore the categories through which we think about being human
male and female taking inspiration from donna haraway s groundbreaking manifesto for cyborgs
the articles consider how the cyborg has been used in cultural representation from reproductive
technology to sci fi and question whether the cyborg is as powerful a symbol as is often claimed
the different sections of the reader explore the construction of gender categories through science
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the interraction of technoscience and gender in contemporary science fiction film such as
bladerunner and the alien series debates around modern reproductive technology such as
ultrasound scans and ivf assessing their benefits and constraints for women issues relating to

artificial intelligence and the internet

the recent discoveries of extrasolar planets and possible microfossils in martian meteorite alh
84001 are only the latest developments in a debate that spans millennia and that has been
especially heated in the twentieth century from the furore over percival lowell s claim of canals on
mars at the beginning of the century to the biological experiments of the viking spacecraft the
controversial mars rock and the sophisticated search for extraterrestrial intelligence seti at its end
otherworldly life has often titillated and occasionally consumed science and the public so too have
crucially related areas such as the search for planetary systems the quest for an explanation of
ufos and inquiries into the origin of life the theme has been elaborated in science fiction from h g
wells to arthur c clarke and resulted in some of the most popular films of all time including et aliens
independence day and contact life on other worlds details in a readable and non technical manner
the history of the twentieth century extraterrestrial life debate one of the pervasive themes of our

century

while the connections between science fiction and race have largely been neglected by scholars
racial identity is a key element of the subjectivity constructed in american sf in his mars series
edgar rice burroughs primarily supported essentialist constructions of racial identity but also
included a few elements of racial egalitarianism writing in the 1930s george s schuyler revised
burroughs normative sf triangle of white author white audience and white protagonist and
promoted an individualistic highly variable concept of race instead while both burroughs and
schuyler wrote sf focusing on racial identity the largely separate genres of science fiction and
african american literature prevented the similarities between the two authors from being
adequately acknowledged and explored beginning in the 1960s samuel r delany more fully joined
sf and african american literature delany expands on schuyler s racial constructionist approach to
identity including gender and sexuality in addition to race critically intertwining the genres of sf and
african american literature allows a critique of the racism in the science fiction and a more
accurate and positive portrayal of the scientific connections in the african american literature
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connecting the popular fiction of burroughs the controversial career of schuyler and the
postmodern texts of delany illuminates a gradual change from a stable essentialist construction of
racial identity at the turn of the century to the variable social construction of poststructuralist

subjectivity today

this book presents key documents from the pre 1915 history of the extraterrestrial life debate
introductions and commentaries accompany each source document some of which are published
here for the first time or in a new translation authors included are aristotle lucretius aquinas
nicholas of cusa galileo kepler pascal fontenelle huygens newton pope voltaire kant paine
chalmers darwin wallace dostoevski lowell and antoniadi among others michael j crowe has
compiled an extensive bibliography not available in other sources these materials reveal that the
extraterrestrial life debate rather than being a relatively modern phenomenon has extended
throughout nearly all western history and has involved many of its leading intellectuals the
readings also demonstrate that belief in extraterrestrial life has had major effects on science and
society and that metaphysical and religious views have permeated the debate throughout much of
its history this is a valuable book that is not available anywhere else crowe s purpose is to let the
reader see the original words of the authors who discussed other worlds crowe puts these
documents in context by his substantial introduction and commentary such a source book serves
an important purpose and is ideal for teaching and generating discussion in class the subject is of
increasing importance as we find more and more about the possibilities of extraterrestrial life
through current disciplines such as astrobiology bioastronomy and the search for extraterrestrial
intelligence steven j dick director nasa history division nasa having established himself as the
world s authority on the history of the debates about extraterrestrial life in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries michael crowe is perfectly positioned to produce this source book the
introductory commentaries on the excerpts from primary sources he has so judiciously selected
reveal again and again that no one else knows this subject as well as he does frederick gregory
university of florida the extraterrestrial life debate gives new meaning to the word treasury michael
crowe offers us more than 2000 years of golden materials wrought by the astonishing alchemy of
science religion philosophy and sheer imagination about a topic as alive today as it ever was et
with all his cousins and ancestors the range of authors the book showcases and the depth of

context crowe provides will make his monumental anthology the starting point for future
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explorations of this rich vein of human thought dennis danielson university of british columbia there
are loads of books on et but only a small number of them take a historical approach anyone
interested in the history of the extraterrestrial life debate will be interested in this book it does
complete in a certain way previous historical work done by steven dick and michael crowe by
providing large portions of original texts rather than merely short quotations from them all the
various perspectives religious literary astronomical philosophical seem adequately represented the
multidisciplinary aspect of the debate comes across well from the authors selected marie i george
st john s university extraterrestrials may not have invaded the earth physically but for centuries
they have done so mentally in many a guise they have appeared not only in works of fiction but
also in serious astronomical philosophical and theological debate it is impossible to open michael
crowe s handsome and fastidiously prepared anthology of primary sources without being drawn
into endlessly fascinating disputes concerning the possibility and character of extraterrestrial life
savoring the many twists and turns in controversies that have extended far beyond the confines of
popular astronomy professor crowe has provided students and experts alike with a generous and
indispensable resource it is difficult to resist his invitation to investigate for ourselves the
innumerable and often surprising ways in which the idea of intelligent life on other worlds has
shaped and been shaped by perennial earthly concerns john hedley brooke andreas idreos

professor emeritus of science and religion university of oxford

shocking true stories of those who walk among us with the kepler satellite observatory detecting
new planets at an unprecedented rate and the powerful computers at nasa s ames research
center seeking signs of distant life will a breakthrough discovery happen shortly or has there
already been a secret encounter with alien beings who might be coming next and who walks
among us today visits from otherworldly creatures aliens living among us abductions of humans to
alien spacecraft and accounts of interstellar cooperation since the ufo crash in roswell are
thoroughly investigated in real aliens space beings and creatures from other worlds paranormal
researcher extraordinaire brad steiger an author of thousands of books and articles on the
mysterious and unknown looks into a wide host of otherworldly encounters from alleged
eyewitness accounts of extraterrestrial beings working side by side with human scientists to the
uncomfortable accusations of alien abductions disquieting testimonials enlightening news articles

informative historical accounts and documents this book chronicles more than 300 examples of
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alien encounters conspiracy theories and the influence of extraterrestrials on human events
throughout history this discussion of the theories and mysteries surrounding aliens is packed with
thought provoking stories and shocking revelations of alien involvement in the lives of earthlings
such as three russian scientists who were monitoring the apollo moon landing on july 20 1969
claim that astronauts armstrong and aldrin were being closely observed by ufos thousands of
women all over the world claim to have been abducted for the purpose of bearing hybrid children a
family in colorado repeatedly visited by aliens with physical evidence and photographs to prove
their story from cattle and human mutilations to missing time experienced by ufo experiences and
from secret underground and even underwater alien facilities to government alien conspiracies
each astonishing report is detailed with thorough research and recounted with a storyteller s
crafted voice real aliens space beings and creatures from other worlds will leave the reader

wondering who has visited us who s coming to visit next and who walks among us

this reader brings together a great number of what are regarded to be the seminal essays that
have opened up the study of science fiction to serious critical interrogation it includes key essays

by writers such as j p telotte susan sontag and peter biskind

law in civil society advances a new and comprehensive theory of how legal institutions should be
reformed to uphold the property family and economic rights of individuals in civil society in so
doing it offers a powerful challenge to the dominant legal theories and practices espoused by
liberalism positivism natural law and critical legal thought winfield argues against the prevailing
assumptions of legal philosophers who dogmatically embrace formal or historical conceptions of
law true law he contends must be constructed within the context of the different spheres of rights
and ultimately can only exist within a civil society committed to self determination and community
working from these fundamental premises he analyzes in detail a rich array of important legal
issues fair access to legal representation the rationale for jury trials appropriate distinctions
between civil and criminal legal procedures the controversies pitting common law versus
codification and adversarial versus inquisitorial systems of trial and the relationship between civil
society and the state much inspired by hegel s philosophy of right winfield s study offers the most
convincing critique yet of that renowned philosopher s work and in the process provides a more
complete and coherent conception of law than hegel himself articulated provocative and highly
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instructive the book should attract scholars teachers and students in legal and political philosophy

and anyone else with an abiding interest in the foundations of western law

a fascinating and varied scientific philosophic exploration publishers weekly copyright libri gmbh all

rights reserved

this guide addresses questions on phenomena that have endured since the dawn of humankind
and reports recent trends such as the increases in near death experiences due to the use of
defibrillators readers can explore beliefs pertaining to life after death that have developed in every
culture religion philosophy and psychic dimension nearly 250 entries presented in an a z order

provide biographies definitions theories and cultural and religious belief systems

in the most complete reference book ever published for all those curious about life beyond earth
darling examines the latest scientific developments and the history of ideas about other worlds and

alternative life forms dating back to ancient greece 100 illustrations

discusses sightings and encounters with unidentified flying objects and the quest to find life on

other planets

are we alone the idea of life existing elsewhere in the universe has been put forward by
philosophers since the time of ancient egypt today through science fiction literature films and
television we have all had close encounters with aliens now the science of aliens examines the
possibilities of alien life in outer space as well as presenting a close up look at aliens on earth
based on an international interactive exhibition the science of aliens is a combination of

imagination and ground breaking science in the quest for extraterrestrial life book jacket
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