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in 2002 a manga comic book was for the first time successfully charged with the crime
of obscenity in the japanese courts in the art of censorship kirsten cather traces how
this case represents the most recent in a long line of sensational landmark obscenity
trials that have dotted the history of postwar japan the objects of these trials range from
a highbrow literary translation of lady chatterley s lover and modern adaptations and
reprintings of edo period pornographic literary classics by authors such as nagai kafu to
soft core and hard core pornographic films including a collection of still photographs
and the script from oshima nagisa s in the realm of the senses as well as adult manga
at stake in each case was the establishment of a new hierarchy for law and culture
determining  in  other  words  to  what  extent  the  constitutional  guarantee  of  free
expression would extend to art artist and audience the work draws on diverse sources
including trial  transcripts and verdicts literary and film theory legal  scholarship and
surrounding debates in artistic journals and the press by combining a careful analysis of
the legal cases with a detailed rendering of cultural historical and political contexts
cather demonstrates how legal arguments are enmeshed in a broader web of cultural
forces she offers an original  interdisciplinary  analysis  that  shows how art  and law
nurtured one another even as they clashed and demonstrates the dynamic relationship
between culture and law society and politics in postwar japan the art of censorship will
appeal to those interested in literary and visual studies censorship and the recent field
of affect studies it will also find a broad readership among cultural historians of the
postwar period and fans of the works and genres discussed

the range of alan tansman s coverage is truly prodigious and diverse from the most
obscurantist  cultural  analysis  through  mawkish  sentimentality  and  orchestrated
nostalgia for the medium past his scholarship is impeccable he knows the relevant
secondary  literature  and  has  absorbed  an  impressively  wide  ranging  metacritical
literature which he has used with great originality and authority to untangle the knotted
relationship between aesthetic modernism and fascism he reads difficult texts brilliantly
with seeming and enviable effortlessness and his translations are a joy to read harry
harootunian university of chicago alan tansman opens up a new apprehension of the
fantastic possibilities of these works through his attention to the senses he is as much
attuned to the specifically rhythmic and tonal dimensions of writing as he is to its visual
possibilities and he has the capacity to evoke these varied sensorial domains in his own
re writings which in their refusal to give up on beauty critically recapitulate the very
dilemma that his object texts stage the dilemma of beauty within capitalist modernity
and its complicity with an aesthetics of unification that often presages violence marilyn
ivy columbia university

darwin dharma and the divine is the first book in english on the history of evolutionary
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theory in japan bringing to life more than a century of ideas g clinton godart examines
how and why japanese intellectuals religious thinkers of different faiths philosophers
biologists journalists activists and ideologues engaged with evolutionary theory and
religion  how  did  japanese  religiously  think  about  evolution  what  were  their  main
concerns did they reject evolution on religious grounds or as was more often the case
how did they combine evolutionary theory with their religious beliefs evolutionary theory
was controversial and never passively accepted in japan it took a hundred years of
appropriating translating thinking and debating to reconsider the natural world and the
relation between nature science and the sacred in light of evolutionary theory since its
introduction in the nineteenth century japanese intellectuals including buddhist shinto
confucian and christian thinkers in their own ways and often with opposing agendas
struggled to formulate a meaningful worldview after darwin in the decades that followed
as the japanese redefined their relation to nature and built a modern nation state the
debates  on  evolutionary  theory  intensified  and  state  ideologues  grew  increasingly
hostile  toward  its  principles  throughout  the  religious  reception  of  evolution  was
dominated by a long held fear of the idea of nature and society as cold and materialist
governed by the mindless struggle for survival this aversion endeavored many religious
thinkers philosophers and biologists to find goodness and the divine within nature and
evolution  it  was  this  drive  argues  godart  that  shaped  much  of  japan  s  modern
intellectual  history and changed japanese understandings of nature society and the
sacred darwin dharma and the divine will contribute significantly to two of the most
debated topics in the history of evolutionary theory religion and the political legacy of
evolution it will therefore appeal to the broad audience interested in darwin studies as
well as students and scholars of japanese intellectual history religion and philosophy

our narratives of postwar japan have long been cast in terms almost synonymous with
the story of rapid economic growth scott o bryan reinterprets this seemingly familiar
history through an innovative exploration not of the anatomy of growth itself but of the
history of growth as a set of discourses by which japanese growth performance as
economic miracle came to be articulated the premise of his work is simple to our
understandings of the material changes that took place in japan during the second half
of the twentieth century we must also add perspectives that account for growth as a
new idea around the world one that emerged alongside rapid economic expansion in
postwar japan and underwrote the modes by which it was imagined forecast pursued
and regulated in an accessible lively style o bryan traces the history of growth as an
object of social scientific knowledge and as a new analytical paradigm that came to
govern the terms by which japanese understood their national purposes and imagined a
newly  materialist  vision  of  social  and  individual  prosperity  several  intersecting
obsessions worked together after the war to create an agenda of social reform through
rapid  macroeconomic  increase  epistemological  developments  within  social  science
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provided  the  conceptual  instruments  by  which  technocrats  gave  birth  to  a  shared
lexicon of growth meanwhile reformers combined prewar marxist critiques with new
modes  of  macroeconomic  understanding  to  mobilize  long  standing  fears  of
overpopulation  and  backwardness  and  argue  for  a  growthist  vision  of  national
reformation o bryan also presents surprising accounts of the key role played by the ideal
of full employment in national conceptions of recovery and of a new valorization of
consumption in  the postwar world that  was taking shape both of  these he argues
formed critical components in a constellation of ideas that even in the context of relative
poverty and uncertainty coalesced into a powerful vision of a materially prosperous
future even as japan became the premier icon of the growthist ideal neither the faith in
rapid growth as a prescription for national reform nor the ascendancy of social scientific
epistemologies that provided its technical support was unique to japanese experience
the  growth  idea  thus  helps  to  historicize  a  concept  of  never  ending  growth  that
continues to undergird our most basic beliefs about the success of nations and the
operations of the global economy it is a particularly timely contribution given current
imperatives  to  reconceive  ideas  of  purpose  and  prosperity  in  an  age  of  resource
depletion and global warming

this book explores takamure itsue s 1894 1964 intellectual odyssey as japan s most
notable pioneer in the study of women s history when she embarked on a series of
scholarly projects that investigated marriage patterns and kinship systems in ancient
japan it was a response to crisis ridden modernity relentless in her quest to dismantle
patriarchy this woman from the land of fire a nickname for her birthplace kumamoto
prefecture  locked  herself  away  in  1931  and  spent  the  rest  of  her  life  conducting
research on female friendly societies with matrilocal arrangements under kinship based
communal systems while dissecting the patriarchal norms undergirding the capitalist
nation state she embraced matricultural paradigms that embodied life sustaining and
life  enhancing  values  through  communal  childrearing  and  matrilineal  inheritance
takamure a visionary thinker asked big picture questions and addressed multifarious
issues of contemporary relevance including beauty standards human trafficking gross
disparities  in  wealth  war  and  imperialism  science  and  religion  and  humanity  s
relationship with nature

to much of the world north korea is an impenetrable mystery its inner workings unknown
and its actions toward the outside unpredictable and frequently provocative tyranny of
the weak reveals for the first time the motivations processes and effects of north korea
s foreign relations during the cold war era drawing on extensive research in the archives
of north korea s present and former communist allies including the soviet union china
and east germany charles k armstrong tells in vivid detail how north korea managed its
alliances with fellow communist states maintained a precarious independence in the
sino soviet split attempted to reach out to the capitalist west and present itself as a
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model for third world development and confronted and engaged with its archenemies
the united states and south korea from the invasion that set off the korean war in june
1950 to the collapse of the soviet union in 1991 tyranny of the weak shows how despite
its objective weakness north korea has managed for much of its history to deal with the
outside world to its maximum advantage insisting on a path of self reliance since the
1950s north korea has continually resisted pressure to change from enemies and allies
alike a worldview formed in the crucible of the korean war and cold war still maintains a
powerful  hold  on  north  korea  in  the  twenty  first  century  and  understanding  those
historical forces is as urgent today as it was sixty years ago

offers a comprehensive view of east asia including southeast asia as well as china
korea and japan examines east asia within the context of global history building on
scholarship in modern world history

this directory in three volumes updates the second edition of the directory of japan
specialists and japanese studies institutions in the united states and canada which was
published in 1995 as a joint project of the japan foundation and the association for asian
studies like its predecessors it has two aims first to make japan specialists japanese
studies programs and their collective expertise more visible and accessible to those
outside the field and second to help those involved in japanese studies stay in touch
with  one  another  it  includes  1  480  japan  specialists  266  full  institutional  entries
containing  1  947  staff  listings  and  663  doctoral  candidates  the  directory  is  most
complete for academic japan specialists who make up the core of the field however as
in  1995  many  non  academics  are  included  who  use  their  expertise  on  japan
professionally the institutional listings include a number of non academic institutions
and ogranizations that contribute substantially to japanese studies the u s part of the
series has been managed and edited since the late 1980s by patricia steinhoff professor
of sociology at the university of hawai i the japan foundation is the japanese government
s agency for cultural diplomacy and international cultural affairs established in 1972 by
special legislation in the japanese diet the japan foundation became an independent
administrative institution in october 2003 its mission is to promote international cultural
exchange and mutual understanding between japan and other countries it maintains its
headquarters in tokyo and operates through a network of 19 overseas offices in 18
countries worldwide

yi t aejun was a prolific and influential writer of colonial korea and an acknowledged
master of the short story and essay born in northern korea in 1904 yi t aejun settled in
seoul after a restless youth that included several years of study in japan in 1946 he
moved to  soviet  occupied  north  korea  but  was caught  up  in  a  purge  of  southern
communists and forced into internal exile a decade later it is believed yi t aejun passed
away sometime between 1960 and 1980 his works were banned in south korea until
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1988 when censorship laws concerning authors who had sided with the north were
eased the essays in this collection reflect  yi  s  distinct voice and lyrical  expression
revealing his thoughts on a variety  of  subjects ranging from gardens to immigrant
villages in manchuria from antiques to colonial assimilation and from fishing to the
recovery  of  korea s  past  written when fascism threatened the absorption of  every
korean into  japan s  wartime regime yi  s  essays  explore  the  arts  and daily  life  of
precolonial times and attempt to bring that past back to life in his present a final long
essay takes the reader through manchuria where yi laments the scattering of koreans
throughout the japanese empire while celebrating human perseverance in the face of
loss and change
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With
the rise of ebooks, readers

can now carry entire
libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources
for ebooks, free ebook
sites have emerged as a
popular choice. These sites
offer a treasure trove of
knowledge and
entertainment without the
cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable, and
where can you find the best
ones? Let's dive into the
world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer
numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast
array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the go,
or halfway around the
world, you can access your
favorite titles anytime,
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anywhere, provided you
have an internet
connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free
ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality
and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature
in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have
a webpage for every book
ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic
resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users
to search and preview
millions of books from
libraries and publishers
worldwide. While not all
books are available for free,
many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers
books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in
free textbooks and
business books, making it
an excellent resource for
students and
professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely
is crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your
devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated

content. Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and
publishers but can also
pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to protect
against malware that can
be hidden in downloaded
files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks.
Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book
and that you're not violating
copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites
for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including
textbooks and scholarly
articles.
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Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling
parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of
educational materials for
different grade levels and
subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook
sites ensures there's
something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers,
the fiction section is
brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and
more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce
the financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can
find a plethora of children's
books, from picture books
to young adult novels.

Accessibility Features
of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come
with features that enhance
accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer
audiobooks, which are
great for those who prefer
listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font
size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier
for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features

can convert written text
into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider these
tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers
a comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook
Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy
to find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms
allow you to sync your
library across multiple
devices, so you can pick up
right where you left off, no
matter which device you're
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using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability
of Titles

Not all books are available
for free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy
can be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing
and transferring between
devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and
downloading ebooks
requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with
poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising
for free ebook sites as

technology continues to
advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in
technology will likely make
accessing and reading
ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help
more people benefit from
free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized,
free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in
learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a
wide range of books
without the financial
burden. They are invaluable
resources for readers of all
ages and interests,
providing educational
materials, entertainment,
and accessibility features.
So why not explore these

sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge they
offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites
are legal. They typically
offer books that are in the
public domain or have the
rights to distribute them.
How do I know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to well-
known and reputable sites
like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and
ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can I
download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats, making
them compatible with
various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who
prefer listening to their
books. How can I support
authors if I use free ebook
sites? You can support
authors by purchasing their
books when possible,
leaving reviews, and
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sharing their work with others.
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